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Examining Stranded Cetaceans for Signs of Human Interaction (HI) 
(Adapted and modified from protocols reported by Read & Murray (2000) and Geraci &  Lounsbury (2005)) 


 
To the Examiner/Recorder:  Please see Attachment for details on accomplishing this protocol.  Check the answer appropriately or provide needed information.   For 


most of the sections, choose from among the following answers:  


 
YES       the animal was examined and the specific condition is observed 
CBD     (could not be determined) either 1) the animal was examined, but 


examiner could not determine or unsure of the specific condition,  
             2) the specific condition is present, but unsure of its origin, 3) the body 


part was degraded and could not be  examined, or  4) the body part 
could not be examined because it was missing 


NO       the animal was examined but the specific condition is 
not observed  


       
NE  the animal was not examined for the specific condition


 I. General Information 
Case No:_____ Species (or common name): ___________________________ 
Examiner:____________________        Recorder:________________ 
Date of Exam:_________________        Place of Exam:__________________  
Standard Length (m) _______________      Sex: Male__ Female__ Unknown__  
Condition code (at exam): 1___ 2___  3___  4___  5___  
Form of Documentation: __________________________________________  
 
II. Initial Observation  
A. Location of the animal upon examination 
Original Stranding Site____ Transferred to Another Site___(Specify)___________ 
 
B. Presence of the following at the original stranding site: 
Fish Cage/s____ Fish Trap/s_____ Fishing Vessel/s_____ Fishing Gear/s____ 
 
C. Other information about the stranding event:_____________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
III. External Examination 
A. Skin: 
 


Appearance: normal___ abnormal___ decomposing___ scavenging___         
 


% Missing:  <10%___ 10-25%___ 25-50%___ >50%__ 
 


B. Body Condition: Emaciated 
  Yes___   No___   CBD___   NE___ 
 
C.  Mutilation (any part of the body sliced or removed with instrument): 
       Yes___  No___  CBD___  NE___ 
 


If yes, describe details of mutilation (cuts, slits, missing part, etc.) in specific 
body part:  


 
 
D.  Predation/Scavenger Damage: Yes___   No___  CBD___   NE___     
      If yes, describe estimated extent and body part: 
 
 
E. Hemorrhaging/Bruising: Yes___   No___   CBD___   NE___ 
     If yes, describe estimated extent and body part: 
 
 
F.  Fishing Gear/Debris Present on Animal:  Yes___  No___  CBD___  NE___  
     If yes, specify gear/debris type: 
      
      Gear Retained: Yes___  No___  CBD___  NE___ 
      Name and Contact Information for Specimen Reference:  
 
G.  HI Lesions  
      Yes___    No___   CBD___   NE___      
      If yes, accomplish the following table: 
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IV. Internal Examination 
 
A. Sub-dermal Hemorrhaging/Bruising:      
   Yes___    No___   CBD___  NE___       
    If yes, describe extent and body part: 
  
B.  Broken Bones:  
     Yes___  No___   CBD___  NE___      
     If yes, describe extent and body part: 
 
C.  Lungs and Bronchi Contents:                          
    Froth__ Fluid__  Air__  CBD__  NE__ 
 
D.  Stomach Contents:  
     Intact Prey___  Partially Digested___  
     Other ___    Empty___  CBD___   
     Debris/Gear___ Describe: 
 
      
E.  Gross Pathology:   
      Yes___   No___  CBD___   NE___ 
      If yes, describe gross pathologies 
      noted:  
 


 
V. FINAL EVALUATION OF HI


A. Signs of HI Observed:  
     YES___      NO____        CBD_____   
 
B. Likelihood that HI Contributed to the    
    Stranding Event:   
   0:CBD___1:Improbable___2:Uncertain___ 
 
            3:Probable___ 4:Certain___


 


Type of Lesion Origin of Lesion 


Gear Other 
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