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Key Features: 
With dark band from eye to pectoral fin
Long, narrow rostrum with black tip
Note:     Very frequent strander
Often misidentified as Bottlenose dolphin

Key Features:
Rostrum with white tip

Only adults have white spots
Note:     Moderate strander

 Young may be mistaken as Spinner dolphin

Spinner dolphin
Stenella longirostris

Adult Size : 2.0 - 2.4 m

Pantropical
spotted dolphin

Stenella attenuata

Adult Size : 2.2 - 2.7 m
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Pantropical spotted dolphin

Spinner dolphin
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Fraser’s dolphin

Key Features: 
Narrow dark stripe from eye to anus & from eye to pectoral fin
Grey cape with a “break” before the dorsal fin
Note:     Moderate strander

Key Features:
Broad dark stripe running from face to anus

Very short but pronounced rostrum
  Small triangular dorsal fin

Note:     Frequent strander

Adult Size : 2.1 - 2.8 m

Striped dolphin
Stenella coeruleoalba

Adult Size : 2.4 - 2.7 m

Lagenodelphis hosei
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Striped dolphin

 Fraser’s dolphin
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Common bottlenose
dolphin

Common bottlenose dolphin

Key Features: 
Large, falcate dorsal fin
Short rostrum
Note:     Moderate strander
May be mistaken as an Indo-Pacific
bottlenose dolphin 

Key Features:
Adults may have dark spots on its abdomen and sides

Elongated rostrum
Note:     Moderate strander

Young may be mistaken as Common bottlenose dolphin
while Adults may be mistaken as Pantropical spotted dolphin

Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphin
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Adult Size : 2.2 - 3.8 m

Tursiops truncatus

Indo-Pacific
bottlenose dolphin

Tursiops aduncus

Adult Size : 2.2 - 2.6 m
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Key Features: 
Extensive linear scars throughout body 
Young may have little or no scars 
Broad head with no rostrum 
Long pectoral and dorsal fins
Note:     Frequent strander
Young may be mistaken for a
Pygmy killer whale or False killer whale

Key Features:
Long rostrum with with smooth slope (no crease)

Irregular white coloration on abdomen
Conical head

Note:     Moderate strander
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Risso’s dolphin

Rough-toothed dolphin

Adult Size : 3.0 - 4.0 m

Risso’s dolphin
Grampus griseus

 Adult Size : 2.0 - 2.7 m

Rough-toothed dolphin
Steno bredanensis
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Key Features: 
Dark patch around the eyes
Stipe running from rostrum to pectoral fin
Crisscross/hourglass pattern
Note:     Very rare strander
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Irrawaddy dolphin

Adult Size : 2.0 - 2.8 m

Orcaella brevirostris

Common dolphin

Adult Size : 1.6 - 2.6 m

Delphinus delphis

Irrawaddy dolphin

Common dolphin

Key Features:
Small triangular dorsal fin

Rounded head with no rostrum
Note:     Rare strander

Known distribution so far are in Malampaya Sound
in Palawan, Panay, Guimaras and Negros Occidental
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 Adult Size : 2.0 - 2.6 mKey Features:
Black in color 
Rounded head with “white lips” and no rostrum
With less than 15 pairs of  teeth 
Tapered pectoral fins
Note:     Moderate strander 
Often mistaken as Melon-headed 
whale or False killer whale 

Key Features:
Black in color

Small, rounded head with “white lips” and slender rostrum
With 20-26 pairs of  teeth

Pointed pectoral fins
Note:     Frequent strander

Often mistaken as Pygmy killer whale or False killer whale
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Pygmy killer whale
Feresa attenuata

Melon-headed
whale

Peponocephala electra

Adult Size : 2.0 - 2.9 m

Pygmy killer whale

Melon-headed dolphin
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Key Features:
Black in color
Rounded head with no rostrum 
With 7-12 pairs of teeth 
“Hump” on the leading edge of pectoral fins
Note:     Moderate strander
Young is often mistaken as 
Pygmy killer whale or 
Melon-headed whale

Key Features:
Black in color

Bulbous head with no noticeable rostrum in adults
Broad base, sickle-shape dorsal fin

Light grey “saddle-shaped” patch behind its dorsal fin 
Streak behind its eye

Note:     Frequent strander
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False killer whale

Adult Size : 4.8 - 6.0 m

Pseudorca crassidens

Short-finned pilot whale

Adult Size : 4.8 - 7.2 m

Globicephala macrorhynchus

Short-finned pilot whale

False killer whale
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Adult Size : 7 .0 - 9.0 mKey Features:
Black and white color pattern
With distinct white oval patch behind the eyes
With whitish saddle patch
Males with very tall and erect dorsal fin
Note:     Very rare strander
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Killer whale
Orcinus orca

Adult Size : up to 21.0 m

Giant sperm whale
Physeter macrocephalus

Key Features:
Large blunt and squarish head with long and slender lower jaw

Short, wide, paddle-shaped pectoral fin
Small hump-like dorsal fin

Note:     Frequent strander
Killer whale

Giant sperm whale
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Key Features:
Blunt snout with small mouth
With false gill between eye and pectoral fin
Small, falcate dorsal fin located towards the tail
With 12-16 pairs of sharp and  translucent teeth
Releases reddish, brown fluid from anus when stressed
Note:     Moderate strander
Often mistaken as Dwarf sperm whale

Dwarf sperm
whale

Key Features:
Blunt snout with a small mouth

With false gill between eye and pectoral fin
Tall falcate dorsal fin located in the middle section

With short, longitudinal grooves on the throat
With 3 (upper jaw) and 7-13 (lower jaw) pairs of white teeth

Releases reddish, brown fluid from anus when stressed
Note:     Frequent strander0
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Pygmy sperm whale
Kogia breviceps

Adult Size : 2.0 - 3.5 m

Kogia sima

 Adult Size : 2.0 - 2.7 m

Dwarf sperm whale

Pygmy sperm whale
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Adult Size : 3.3 - 4.6 mKey Features:
Distinct rostrum in adults males (bulging jaw line)
Flattened head in front of blowhole
Linear, oval, and punctate body scarring
Note:     Moderate strander
May be mistaken as Ginkgo-toothed whale 

Cuvier’s beaked whale
Ziphius cavirostris
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Blainville’s beaked whale
Mesoplodon densirostris

Blainville’s beaked whale

Adult Size : 5.0 - 7.0m

Key Features:
Rostrum with goose-like profile (no distinct beak)

With a pair of conical teeth at the end of lower jaw in adult males
Small and falcate dorsal fin

Note:     Moderate strander

Cuvier’s beaked whale



 Adult Size : 4.0 - 5.0 m

Ginkgo-toothed whale
Mesoplodon ginkgodens

Key Features:
Broad, flattened head (U-shaped)

Adult  males with a  pair  of  teeth  about  two-thirds
towards  the  front  of  the  lower  jaw

Tail fluke with no notch
Note:     Very rare strander

May be mistaken as Blainville’s beaked whale

Key Features:
White lower lip
Pale mottled cheek
Small, curved dorsal fin
Note:     Rare strander
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Deraniyagala's beaked whale
Mesoplodon hotaula

Deraniyagala's beaked whale

 Adult Size : 3.5 - 4.9 m

Ginkgo-toothed whale
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